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Appeal from a judgment of the County Court of Clinton
County (Favreau, J.), rendered April 13, 2017, convicting
defendant upon her plea of guilty of the crimes of criminal sale
of a controlled substance in the second degree (three counts),
criminal possession of a controlled substance in the third
degree and conspiracy in the second degree.

In satisfaction of a 12-count indictment, defendant
pleaded guilty to criminal sale of a controlled substance in the
second degree (three counts), criminal possession of a
controlled substance in the third degree and conspiracy in the
second degree and waived the right to appeal. County Court
thereafter imposed the agreed-upon aggregate prison sentence of
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five years, to be followed by five years of postrelease
supervision. Defendant now appeals.

We affirm. Contrary to defendant's contention, we find
that her appeal waiver was knowing, intelligent and voluntary.
County Court advised defendant that an appeal waiver was a
condition of the plea agreement and explained that the right to
appeal was separate and distinct from the rights automatically
forfeited by the guilty plea, and defendant acknowledged that
she understood the nature of the waiver (see People v Lopez, 6
NY3d 248, 256 [2006]; People v Dobbs, 157 AD3d 1122, 1122-1123
[2018], 1lv denied 31 NY3d 983 [2018]). Defendant also signed a
written waiver in open court that included the consequences of
the waiver and confirmed that she had discussed the waiver with
counsel and understood it. Under these circumstances, we are
satisfied that defendant's waiver of the right to appeal was
valid (see People v Williams, 163 AD3d 1172, 1172-1173 [2018],
lv denied =~ NY3d  [Sept. 12, 2018]; People v Hopper, 153
AD3d 1045, 1046 [2017], 1lv denied 30 NY3d 1061 [2017]). The
valid appeal waiver precludes defendant's challenge to the
severity of her sentence (see People v Lopez, 6 AD3d at 255-256;
People v Velez, 158 AD3d 952, 952-953 [2018]).

Garry, P.J., McCarthy, Mulvey, Aarons and Rumsey, JdJ.,
concur.

ORDERED that the judgment is affirmed.
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Robert D. Mayberger
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