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It is not disputed that the parties - plaintiff, a corporation organized under the laws 
of Turkey, and defendant, a corporation organized under the laws of New York - enterad into 
a contract in Turkey to ship olive oil to New York. The contract provides as follows: 

Defendant moves for dismissal of this action on the basis of an alleged rnandato~ 
f o m  selection clause which, it contads, requires that this action be brought in Istanbul, 
Turkey. Plaintiff opposes this motion, arguing that the contract’s forum selection c l a w  is 
permissive only. 

All possible disp~~tas that may happen during the application of thia 
will be solved by good will between the parties. If a dettlemcnt is n 
by this way, Courts of Istanbul will be authorized in solving the dispute. 

Certainly, “contractud provisions for ... selection of a forum for iitigation” are 
enforced in New York (e.g., ) A d j q s e  ., 15 AD3d 306 
El“ Dept., 20051). And, of course, such provisions must be clear and unambipous (e.g., 

9 -t Co,. 172 AD2d 234 [1* Rpt., 19911). 

Here, however, there is no unequivocal indication in the cited contractual provision 
that the ‘Courts of Istanbul” shall be the exclusive forum for the settlement of the parties 
disputes. RBther, it seems to me to be oaly a permissive clause, consenting to suit h Turkey, 
rather than m n g  such as an exclwive selection. Buttrtssing this conclu$€on is that the 
word "authorized" means “To grant authority or pow er....[ or] To give permission for” (The 
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.&&riCm Hetittige Dictionary ofthe English Language: Fourth Editiop [ 
Black's Law Dictionary [Seventh Ed., 1999J[To give legal power; to 
meaning does not bar an action commenced elsewhem 
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Accordingly, it is 
ORDERED that the motion is denied; and it is further 

ORDERED that defendant is directed to serve an answer to the complaint withie 20 ws 
after service of a copy of this order with notice of entry; and it is further 

ORDERED that a Preliminary Confmnca will be held on Jme 27,2007 at 1O:OO AM. 

SO ORDERED 
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